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Access 
A mixed picture.  Commitment to the Coastal Path 
seems greater than was feared last year. It is hoped that 
the Deregulation Bill currently in Parliament may make 
it easier to claim some “lost ways” before the 2026 
deadline.  However, reductions in budgets continue to 
have both direct and indirect effects.  The “decadal 
review” of Open Access by Natural England is still 
delayed, and the various access authorities suffer in 
different ways.  LDNP staff are again changing roles as 
cuts occur, and responsibility for the Local Access 
Forum is unclear at present.  However, the Definitive 
Map continues to be brought closer to what exists on 
the ground.  YDNP are still achieving 90% on ease of 
use, but lower budgets for materials are bound to have 
an effect eventually.  More positively, the Park now has 
overall responsibility for the new Partnerships 
managing the Pennine Way and Pennine Bridleway.   
Countryside 
Regular planning consultations 
have been responded to, 
mainly from the County Council.  
A response has been made to the National 
Grid’s  North West Coast Connections 
Project for the new Moorside Power 
Station. 
 
English Coastal Route 
The highlight was the opening of phase 1 
from Whitehaven to Allonby. However, 
winter storms had caused erosion of the 
path and I continue to work with the 
local MP  to resolve some of the issues. 
Towards the end of the year I expect to 
have sent our response to phase 2 
proposals for the route between 
Whitehaven and Silecroft and have 
already informally discussed with NE the 
issues arising from phase 3 (Allonby to 
the Scottish Border). 
I continue to input into local strategic 
planning matters in Cumbria and maintain 
positive working contacts with the NE 
team leading on the ECP. There is a 
regular update of the work emailed to 
all interested members. 
Ian Brodie 
 
Finance 
During the year 2013/14 the Lake District Area made 
payments from the Sharp legacy amounting to £9,800. 
This legacy is dedicated to improving access to the fells 

within the Lake District national Park. We are currently 
holding a further £3,000 within area funds for the 
purpose of improving footpaths within the area of 
which £1,500 has been earmarked for improving the 
Dalesway at Burneside. 
The Gordon Walker Chalet had an operating surplus of 
£ 3,690. The Lake District Area income and 
expenditure account had a surplus of £120. Once again 
I am pleased to announce that the Area and its 
constituent groups are free from financial problems and 
operating within their budgets/annual allowances. The 
treasurer would like to thank the Independent Examiner 
for his continuing help and support. 
 
Gordon Walker Chalet 
During the year, work continued on the development 
grant application to Sport England.   The pre 
application information required was assembled but 
could not be submitted due to the temporary closure of 
the fun as a result of over subscription.   Richard 
Greenwood (Head of operations at The Cumbria 
Tourist Board) agreed to act as our independent referee 
. During August, discussions about the proposed 
development took place on site with RA Chief Exec and 
RA Director of services. The Board of Trustees had 
decided that the development must be at no cost and 
without risk to The RA national organisation. The 
current business plan was thought to be inadequate to 
obtain a commercial loan which could be secured by the 
RA.  The RA suggests that we use our re building fund 
to extend the existing chalet to enable us to achieve (to 
an extent) the improvements to the accommodation that 
we are seeking.  In any event the replacement of the 
septic tank will be progressed. Currently, negotiations 
are on going with the land agents over the siting of the 
facility. 
 
Lancashire County Council 
Lancashire County Council 
The RA Areas and Groups within 
Lancashire meet regularly to discuss how 
the 
footpaths can be improved.  There is 
also a policy meeting of User Groups 
with the staff and Councillors.   
It is difficult to keep track of the 
staff changes and cuts.  We have been 
pressing to keep the statistics of 
defect reports and work done up to date 
so that we can apply pressure at the 
best time.  The list of unresolved 
problems keeps increasing.  
 



 
National parks boundary changes 
It is now over a year since the Inspector submitted his 
report following the Public Inquiry into the proposed 
extensions to the Lake District and Yorkshire Dales 
National Parks.  For months we were led to believe that 
an announcement from the Secretary of State was 
“imminent”, but recently responses even to questions in 
Parliament have used the phrase “in due course” – 
leading to a fear that it will be put off until after the 
General Election.  Local MPs, whether neutral or 
supportive of the proposals, are asking for a decision to 
remove the uncertainty.  Naturally, Ramblers would 
welcome the extensions because National Parks have 
the promotion of access as one of their statutory 
purposes. 
 
Publicity (media contacts) 
Contacts from the media are irregular and 
unpredictable, and usually take the form of a request 
from the press for a Ramblers comment on some issue 
or a telephone interview for local radio.  Subjects this 
year have been as diverse as the effects of a prolonged 
wet winter on the walking experience, the possible 
shared use of towpaths, the proposed sale of Blencathra 
and the exclusion of National Parks and AONBs from 
government proposals to allow conversion of barns to 
housing without the requirement for planning 
permission. 
 
Rights of way 
Contributions from the Sharpe Legacy have been: 
£4000 for the Fix the Fells project to improve the 
surface of the path (recently made a PRoW) on 
Gowbarrow Fell. This is a popular walk from the 
nearby much visited Aira Force on Ullswater. 
£2000 to replace a footbridge in Swindale. 
£1000 for improvements to RoWs at Boot in Eskdale. 

£1500 (not Sharpe Legacy funds) has been offered 
towards the improvement of the Dales Way at 
Burneside near Kendal. 
Correspondence about the lack of waymarking of the 
Cumbria Way on the open fells was passed on to the 
LDNPA. Their response was a detailed analysis of how 
they deal with waymarking, but they did confirm that 
they are not in favour of waymarking on the open fells. 
6 or so members have expressed an interest in 
researching Lost Ways, and a Cumbria C.C. RoW 
officer has offered to run a training workshop.  
 
Yorkshire Dales National Park 
Yorkshire Dales National Park 
The RA Areas and Groups within the YDNP 
meet with the staff and other User 
groups in their Access on Foot group.  
The NP gives a high priority to 
walking so that reductions in service 
have been small.  There have been good 
initiatives in looking after the Three 
Peaks route which gets heavily used. 
There is a Friends group which has 
various money making ideas to support 
the 
dedicated ranger as well as a volunteer 
group.   
The YDNP is the lead authority in 
managing the Pennine Way.  This means 
that 
it brings together all the many highway 
authorities along its length to 
allocate the money given by Natural 
England to the trail to different 
project for improvement and maintenance.  
There has been considerable activity in 
obtaining the best solution for the 
abstraction of a mature forest near 
Ribblehead. A reasonable solution has 
been achieved with the creation of 
several new routes for walkers.   
 

Lake District Area group reports (2013) 

Carlisle 
 
Furness 
No report received. 
Grange-over-Sands 
Kendal 
Lancaster 
. The group organised twice-weekly walks throughout the 
year, with additional evening walks during the summer. A 
number of new walks leaders and committee members 
ensured we were able to provide a full programme. We 
welcomed our new Programme Secretary, Libby Hacking, 
who replaces Cicely Pickles who we thank for her 10 years 
in this role.   
We have continued to survey footpaths and report 
problems, but with the imminent retirement of our Footpath 
Secretary the future of these surveys is in doubt. We have 

held our first “Lost Ways” workshop and also the first “GPS 
Forum”. 
We also had a trek in Hadrian's Wall country and a holiday 
in the Isle of Wight -  both very popular. 
Membership fell slightly but we are actively seeking visibility 
through the local press and other outlets. 
Penrith 
Summitt Good (20s, 30s, and 40s) 
The group has currently got 27 members which has 
increased slightly since last year.  There has been a 
varied walking programme this year.  The year got off 
to a slow start with some cancelled walks due to the 
weather.   In February the group celebrated its 10th 
anniversary with both founding and newer members at 
an event in Kendal.   Walking weekends away have 
been a popular feature of the programme which 
included a winter walking weekend  in Crianlarich, a 
trip to Snowdonia and a weekend staying at Skiddaw 



youth hostel.  In the second half of this year there 
have been some gaps in the walking programme due 
to a shortage of walk leaders.  The group will have its 
annual Christmas meal at Romneys in Kendal.   
 
The next series of walks for 2015 will be planned in 
November and put on the Summitt Good website: 
summittgood.blogspot.com 
 
 
 


